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RAF ATTACK ON USAFE IN RAMSTEIN 

WAR ON IMPERIALIST WAR!!! 


ATTACK THE CENTRES, THE BASES AND THE STRATEGISTS OF THE 
AMERICAN MILITARY MACHINERY!! 

Today we have, with the unit Sigurd Debus, attacked the 
Headquarters of the US Airforce in Europe in Ramstein. 

The US imperialists will not have the peace and quiet to 
plan and carry out their plans for world power. 

They want war. 

They want to roll back history to the point before the 
offensive of liberation movements pushed back their pol¬ 
itical and military power worldwide. In order to be able 
to do this they want to overturn the military balance be¬ 
tween the socialist and imperialist states. 

It is their declared aim to roll back these historical 
changes and to become, once again, the strongest, all 
governing power in the world. That means the direct prep¬ 
aration for a war on all frontlines in Europe and the 
Third World. All the steps they took during the last ten 
years were taken in order to reach this aim: the begin¬ 
ning of a technological rearmament and the strategic re¬ 
structuring of their war machine that started at the peak 
of the Vietnam War - the realization of the NATO long 
term programme - the neutron bomb - the 'fight against 
international terrorism'; a combined programme of counter 
guerilla warfare in Western Europe - the piloting of mass 
murder in El Salvador - the NATO putsch in Turkey. 

The imperialist war of destruction is now returning from 
the Third World to Europe from whence it started. The 
people in Europe, in the FRG, are realizing that this de¬ 
velopment will mean their destruction if it cannot be 
stopped. They are now getting a direct, physically close 
concept of what has been reality to people in Asia, Af¬ 
rica and Latin America for hundreds of years: imperialism 
when you yourself are in the position of the oppressed. 
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Imperialism in itself and as a system is destruction - as 
long and as far as resistance is not strong enough to 
stop this class. 

Against all the resignative escape phantasies of an atom¬ 
ic inferno and against all the helpless pacifist wishes 
complementing these phantasies we now say that this mons¬ 
ter can be beaten. It can be beaten if we in the centre 
of it can bring our resistance up to the sharpness of the 
real situation. 

And if we thus, in the offensive fight, develop the pol¬ 
itical and military strategy that will bring the politi¬ 
cal bases of imperialism in the centre down faster than 
they are able to realize and carry out their plans. 

Ramstein: Headquarter of the US Airforce and of NATO Air¬ 
force in Europe, largest American airport outside the USA 
- Ramstein is the bases for a nuclear war in Europe. The 
command for nuclear warfare is stationed here, it is from 
here that the Pershing II and Cruise Missiles are going 
to be started. From here are starting the airplanes 
equipped with atomis missiles and the AWACS air control 
planes, here are the relays for the strategic bombers 
from the USA and the gate for troops from the USA. 

Ramstein is the starting base for a war in the Third 
World. 

When the imperialists can no longer be safe about their 
interests in the Near East and the Gulf Region, from here 
they will send off their machinery of repression. 

The US military strategy is the strongest means in the 
politics of the imperialist states. All other means - po¬ 
litical, economical, social - are tuned to this strategy. 
The social development within the countries belonging to 
NATO are determined by it. This strategy brings this sys¬ 
tem - imperialist politics on the whole - down to its 
clearest meaning. The creeping death of the 24 hour day 
in the metropolis, the destruction in the fight for ex- 
istance, lack of perspectives, alienation. 

The dehumanisation of work - the tendency, in the process 
of production, to eliminate people and to substitute ma¬ 
chines . 
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The destruction - by the nuclear industry, chemistry and 
concrete - of conditiofls for living. 

The control and canalisation of all expressions of life 
and their repression if they cannot be used by the system. 

DEVELOP THE RESISTANCE AGAINST DESTRUCTION INTO A 
FRONTLINE FOR THE REVOLUTION IN EUROPE!! 

FIGHT THE BATTLE IN THE METROPOLIS TOGETHER WITH THE 
REVOLUTIONARIES OF THE THIRD WORLD!! 

8/31/1981 RED ARMY FRACTION 

RAF ASSASINATION ATTEMPT 
ON GENERAL KROESEN 

ATTACK THE CENTRES, THE BASES AND THE STRATEGISTS OF THE 
AMERICAN MILITARY MACHINERY!! 

FIGHT IMPERIALIST WAR WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL 
CLASS WARFARE! 

Today we have - with the Unit Gudrun Ensslin - attacked 
the Commanding General of the US Army and of the NATO 
Section Middle Europe, General Kroesen. 

He is one of the US generals who directly hold in their 
hands the imperialist politics in Western Europe up to 
the Gulf Region, as he is the one who decides as to the 
use and the means in times of confrontation! He deter¬ 
mines the conventional destruction and he decides when and 
where neutron bombs are going to be fired. He is comman¬ 
ding the US troops of intervention that are stationed 
here for their use in the Near East. He and Rogers are 
the strategists who are called away to the Pentagon from 
the frontline in Europe as it happened when a decision 
was taken for intervention in Iran. 

He will be one of the American military men who wants to 
openly command the FRG instead of Schmidt, Genscher, 

Kohl, Strauss or whoever it might he at a time when re¬ 
sistance seriously shatters the colonial status of this 
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country. For this purpose and time the data of the Left 
in the FRG have for years been stored with the computers 
at the US Headquarter in Heidelberg. 



General Frederick Kroesen 


He regularly meets with the Federal Attorney to perman¬ 
ently coordinate steps and to directly check on the sit¬ 
uation. These meetings together with reports of the Wes¬ 
tern European secret services combined within NATO deter¬ 
mine US anti-guerilla warfare in Western Europe. 

Kroesen is a frontline general. 

Western Europe is no longer the hinterland from where 
imperialism is waging war - now, with the victories of 
liberation wars in the Third world - now with the devel¬ 
opment of the guerilla in Western Europe - now that the 
whole of imperialism is suffering a crises. Western Eur¬ 
ope has become part of the worldwide frontline. 

It is the part where they do posess everything, 

But it is also the part that lias become vital for the 
process of liberation on the whole, worldwide line. 
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The fighting within the metropolis can keep the global 
imperialism in check insofar as then together with the 
revolutionaries in the Third World a new breakthrough 
can be accomplished. The struggles in the metropolis 
now are real steps of revolution in the centres them¬ 
selves, a revolution that here can only be a permanent 
changing in the process of developing revolutionary re¬ 
sistance. 

Resistance means: attacking the counterrevolutionary 
attack. 

Resistance means: Putting one's practise in context with 
the guerilla. 

The guerilla, the fight of the prisoners from the gueril¬ 
la, the fight of the anti-imperialist militants are the 
lines that as a unit form the revolutionary frontline in 
Western Europe - or are going to form it. 

Fight all battles for the conditions of life in all areas 
as an anti-imperialist fight - that means bringing them 
into the frontline. 

MAKE THE STRUGGLE OF THE PRISONERS AS ONE CENTRAL POINT 
OF REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE YOUR OWN CAUSE I 

SUPPORT THE PRISONERS HERE, IN IRELAND, TURKEY, ITALY AND 
SPAIN!! 

THE WEST EUROPEAN GUERILLA IS SHAKING THE CENTRE!! 

FIGHT WITH US 

9/15/1951 RED ARMY FRACTION 

* * * 

The RAF attack on the Headquarters of the US Airforce in 
Europe at Ramstein, W-Germany resulted in extensive dam¬ 
age and the wounding of 18 US airmen (including Brigadier 
General J.D. Moore and a Lt. Colonel) and two W-Germans. 

General Frederick Kroesen, target of the RAF's Sept. 15, 
1981 rocket attack, was wounded, b,ut saved from serious 
injury by his automobile's armour plating. 
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ATTACK ON THE BRITISH 
CONSULATE GENERAL IN HAMBURG 


(Date indecipherable), 1981, we have deposited a 30 kilo¬ 
gramme bomb in front of the British Consulate General in 
Hamburg. Due to a fault in the construction it unfortun¬ 
ately did not fully explode. 

The British Ambassador, Sir Jock Taylor, who spent the 
night at the Consulate and the British Consul General, 

John Simeon, are acting for and are representatives of 
the Thatcher government. 

Thatcher, with her unbending and murderous stand during 
the hungerstrike of the prisoners of war from IRA and 
INLA and Thatcher who is setting a new place in the fight 
against resistance in Western Europe, has made enemies 
for herself worldwide. With this action we want to make 
her feel that she has enemies. 

We have attacked the British Consulate General so that 
the Brits will no longer have a quiet hinterland and 
place to retreat to. It should become a matter of habit 
for us to practically support our comrades in Ireland, 
Spain, Italy, Turkey and Kurdistan; comrades who together 
with the RAF are forming the armed frontline against US 
imperialism in Western Europe. The British Consulate Gen¬ 
eral is outpost of a government 

- that murdered ten comrades during the last hungerstrike 
of the Irish prisoners of war, 

- that has just now sent 600 men of the Special Air Ser¬ 
vice (SAS) to reinforce the troops already stationed in 
Northern Ireland to fight against resistance there, 

- that is trying to push through now, harsh laws on ex¬ 
tradition for Irish freedom fighters in the Republic of 
Southern Ireland, 

- that has stationed the 60,000 soldiers of the Rhine 
Army ( equipped with planes carrying nuclear arms) in 
this country and that will bring, through the Rhine 
Army, the neutron bomb to this country. 

- that uses the FRG to train soldiers in street and close 
range fighting for their use against the IRA and INLA 
in Northern Ireland. 
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The Brits have stationed troops in the Near East. They 
are training the reactionary army in Oman. British sol¬ 
diers are to be integrated into RDF (Rapid Deployment 
Forces), the fast trooops of the US that have been es 
tablished for worldwide engagements against revolutionary 
movements. In the maneuver ’Bright Star’ in Egypt the de¬ 
ployment forces are already now threatening the libera¬ 
tion movements of the Arabic countries. 



Guerrillas perform salute at Bobby Sands' funeral 


One of the interests behind the war against the IRA and 
INLA is the US concept to integrate the whole of Ireland 
into NATO in order to station at NATO’s northern flank 
Pershing II and Cruise Missiles, to use the country as a 
base for transportation and to station the AWACS air con¬ 
trol system there. 

Thatcher most openly supports the military line of the 
Reagan gang whose aim it is to bomb itself out of its 
worldwide economic and military crises by a huge rearma¬ 
ment and finally by a nuclear final solution in Europe 
and the Near East to become once again the No. 1 power 
in the world. 

Our fight against US imperialism and its followers is an 
internationalist fight. The combined struggle of all anti 
-imperialist liberation movements.and anti-imperialist 
forces in Western Europe can bring the revolutionary pro- 
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cess forward so that together with the revolutionaries of 
the Third World we will defeat US imperialism. 

The resistance that is existing and being developed now 
all over the FRG is of utmost importance. The power we 
are able to develop has been seen during the last hunger 
-strike of the prisoners from the RAF: a real frontline 
developed between the prisoners from the guerilla and 
the resistance outside the jails and the power of this 
frontline forced the Social Democratic government into 
the defensive and so they had to make the assent to put 
the prisoners from the RAF together in groups. 

The militant actions against US establishments during 
the strike, the actions against the Rhein Main Airbase 
and the actions of the RAF against Ramstein and US Gen¬ 
eral Kroesen all show that the centres and ; the strate¬ 
gists of the US military machinery can be attacked. 

The pigs are afraid of a unity between the fighting of 
guerilla, the struggle of the anti-imperialist militants 
and the struggles against nuclear power, the destruction 
of ecology, the destruction of housing and against the 
preparations for a war. The pigs are afraid of such unity 
because it would mean that we reach an iniative and will 
be able to defeat them. In order to prevent this unity 
and in order to overcome their defensive situation, the 
pigs have murdered Sigurd Debus because he stood for such 
unity; and for the same reason they have arrested com¬ 
rades who supported the hungerstrike. 


As an answer to the murder of Sigurd, a molotov cocktail 
was thrown into an office of the Social Democratic Party 
of Ham burg - They have arrested the comrade Ecki for this 
and sentenced him to three years in jail. As their latest 
they have arrested Helga and Jurgen to charge them, as an 
example, with taking part in the actions against Ramstein 
and Kroesen. These arrests and these sentences are aimed 
at all of us who want and who are establishing an anti¬ 
imperialist frontline in this country. And it is our task 
to set a limit to what the pigs can do against us. 

It is of utmost importance now to realize that mass pro¬ 
test - unarmed and spontaneous - quickly reaches it lim¬ 
its when confronted with the military aparatus of the 
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states' police - as we experienced it in Brokdorf, Gor- 
lesen, at the clearing pf occupied houses - and it is of 
utmost importance to realize that the confrontation with 
the state is war. It is a war in which the pigs are going 
to destroy us or we are going to defeat them. 

The Americans have total power in the FRG, they are pre¬ 
paring in this country for a war against the liberation 
movements of the Third World and for a war against the 
socialist countries. They are waging the war against ev¬ 
eryone here who fights for liberation. 

Faced with this situation, mass protest alone is not 
enough. All the discussions and battles today are only the 
prelude and in them will be decided if the ixiperialists 
can carry out their project of destruction or if they 



Demonstration in Belfast 


can't. Our prespective with hope for victory is the pol¬ 
itical and military organization jpf a united anti-imperi¬ 
alist frontline; a frontline where all battles from all 
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areas and of guerilla come together in order to overcome 
the defensive aim to hinder certain projects and in order 
to develop together a forward strategy to attack the 
whole system. 

In order to do this we cannot win for us liberated areas 
like the comrades in the Third World; 

Liberated area to us means: 

Building up covered and illegal structures in order to be 
able to carry out what we want. 


SOLIDARITY WITH THE IRISH PEOPLE AND THEIR FIGHT FOR 
LIBERATION!!.' 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRUGGLES IN SPAIN, ITALY, TURKEY 
AND KURDISTAN!!! 

POLITICAL STATUS FOR THE PRISONERS FROM IRA AND INLA!!! 

ASSOCIATION IN GROUPS FOR THE PRISONERS FROM THE RAF AND 
APPLICATION OF THE MINIMAL GUARANTEES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTION!! ! 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE IMPRISONED ANTI IMPERIALIST 

MILITANTS!!! WHEN WE ARE ATTACKING TOGETHER WITH THE 
RAF, WE WILL DEFEAT THE US MONSTER!! ! 

ANTI IMPERIALIST ACTION IN FRANKFURT 


WAR OH IMPERIALIST WAR I.' 


Tonight we have cut the tires of 24 US cars in several 
parts of Frankfurt and spraypainted these cars with the 
slogans: 

FIGHT THE NATO RUNWAY 
YANKEES OUT 

RAMSTEIN AND KROESEN: AN EXAMPLE 

This action to us is part of the fight to chase the US 
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soldiers/occupants out of Europe. We want that they can¬ 
not live among us any longer - and we will not leave them 
in peace and quiet even, if they retreat to their ghettos. 

More and more people are getting to the point that they 
feel and realize that this NATO project cannot be stopped 
by protests, votes and so on. They realize that the fight 
has to be fought on all levels because the aim must be to 
make the Yankees unable to act. At a time when people out 
in the woods and at the airport are trying to build up - 
with many people and militants - a new quality in the re¬ 
sistance against the runway, our action is part of the 
fighting in the 'hinterland'. 

Che Guevara said: 

The war must be brought to every place the enemy is 
bring it to, into his houses, his areas for enter¬ 
tainment, ... You must keep the enemy from finding 
a minute of rest and peace, a minute outside his 
barracks and even inside them. You must attack the 
enemy wherever he is. You must bring him to the 
point where he feels like a hunted animal, wherever 
he might go. Thus his morale will dwindle... 

We can only agree to this. And we have to think how our 
anger, our hate for the US imperialists and their allies 
can materialize into a political attack. How we can 

change our anger and our protest into political organiza¬ 
tion. 

We know that it is not sufficient to know how the US line 
of states is operating, how their aparatus is functioning, 
how they are using their methods and means - this really 
is going to mobilize nobody to fight. 

During this phase of imperialist wars it is necessary to 
further develop the revolutionary process in the metro¬ 
polis - because we know that now, during this phase of 
the US war strategy, the further developed struggle in 
the centre of the war machine will be of utmost impor¬ 
tance. It will decide whether we will be able to make a 
step ahead in reaching our aim - world revolution - and 
it will decide if we can, together with the guerilla and 
the fighting people in the Third World, win a victory 
and basically change the power structure. 
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At no time the possibilities and conditions to fasten 
such a process in the metropolis have been better. 

By the economic crises of US capital. 

By the fact that more and more people in the Third World 
are rising to fight the Yankees and to throw them out of 
their countries, 

And more and more people here no longer wanting to be the 
objects of history. 



By all this it has become necessary for the USA and its 
NATO allies to develop the total of their war machine, 
the total of their potential of destruction to reestab¬ 
lish their aim: world power. 
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The FRG is to be the centre of this war: 

- Here the runway west*is going to be built for the use 
of the Rapid Deployment Forces off to the Near East, 

- The enlargement of Munich and Hamburg airports were de¬ 
cided within the NATO longterm programme, 

- Nearly all German hillsides have missiles stored in 
them. 

The people have a close feeling that this war is going to 
destroy them - if we cannot turn the development with an 
international struggle. This system is starting to shat¬ 
ter with each and every person who starts to fight, to 
liberate himself from imperialism and its structures: the 
psychological war against the minds does not function any 
longer. The material basis: money - to extinguish every 
wish for liberation - is dwindling. 

It is fear that makes the pigs now set up their whole po¬ 
tential of destruction - their fear of loosing their pow¬ 
er once and for all: 

- Thus they are threatening to destroy the Soviet Union 
with atomic weapons 

- Thus they are saying that they are going to intervene 
in Nicaragua 

- Thus they are blockading Cuba and so on! 

They are trying, on all levels and everywhere, to change 
the international development into a fascist, repressive 
system. But they will not succeed! They will be defeated 
by us, the people whose will to live is stronger and more 
powerful than their computers, their hick-technology ap- 
aratus of registration and control, their prisons and 
their death squads. We can only develop into a power 
against them if we realize the unity of all struggle: 

If we learn from each other. 

Thus for us the attacks on Ramstein and Kroesen are the 
possibility to give full effect to our actions, it is our 
aim to develop this revolutionary process: be it in the 
fight against the runway, within the anti-war movement, 
together with the prisoners - wherever we are living and 
fighting. 
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To say one more thing: actions like this tonight can be 
done by everybody. We only have to take a look around: 
the Yankee imperialism does not only manifest itself in 
its military forts. They have been occupying this country 
since 1945 and have rebuilt it! The structure of US im¬ 
perialism, its capital, is present here by and large.... 
One must only open one's eyes. 

SMASH NATO - CHASE THE YANKEES - EVERYWHERE!'. 

FIGHT AGAINST THE NATO RUNWAY 

ASSOCIATION IN GROUPS FOR THE PRISONERS FROM THE RAF 
CHANGE PROTEST INTO REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATION 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE RAF!! 

FALN COMMUNIQUE 


Febuary 28, 1982 

The FALN assumes full responsibility for the bombings 
which have occurred in the financial sector of Wall 
Street on Sunday, Feb. 28, 1982. This armed attack 
against yanki imperialist corporations and institutions 
is part of our continuing war for liberation of our home¬ 
land from United States colonialism, for the immediate 
and unconditional release of our Prisoners of War and 
Political Prisoners and in solidarity with the heroic 
people of El Salvador and its armed Vanguard the Frente 
Farabundo Marti de Liberacion Nacional (FMLN). 

It is the response of the Puerto Rican people in exile 
to the latest pronouncements by the U.S. imperialists as 
manifested through their mouthpieces Reagan (Jan. 12, 
1982) and Speaker of the House O'Neil (Feb. 12, 1982) 
that the yanki imperialist government supports statehood 
for Puerto Rico. Again the imperialists have made clear 
their designs for our homeland: to culminate the coloni¬ 
zation of Puerto Rico by absorbing it into the yanki fed¬ 
eral state. They intend to do this with the support and 
blessing of international capitalism as was clearly sta¬ 
ted in 1977 by then president Ford at a Trilateral Com- 
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mission meeting held on Puerto Rican soil on land stolen 
from us by parasitic, oonniving thieves and murderers 
the Rockefellers. 

We the oppressed Puerto Rican nationality forced to aban¬ 
don our beloved homeland to live ami survive in the wret¬ 
ched slums and ghettoes of the U.S. know what statehood 
really signifies for the Puerto Rican people. We are liv¬ 
ing it. Statehood for Puerto Rico means genocide. It is 
a life of servitude to the interests of the profit hun¬ 
gry, parasitic minority, the total destruction of our 
identity, language, values, nationality, culture and the 
plunder and rape of our land and natural resources for the 
benefit of the yanki capitalists. This we must and will 
resist. Puerto Rico is not nor ever will be part of the 
U.S.A. Puerto Rico belongs to the Puerto Rican people, 
ihis we will defend and fight for until victory or death. 

The FALN wishes to bring to the attention of the people 
of Puerto Rico, the United States and the world the inhu¬ 
mane treatment that our jailed comrades and members of 
our organization, the Eleven Puerto Rican Prisoners of 
War (Oscar Lopez Rivera, Lucy Rodriguez, Carlos Alberto 
Torres, Haydee Torres, Luis Rosa, Alicia Rodriguez, 

Ricardo Jiminez, Dylcia Pagan Morales, Adolfo Matos An- 
tongiorgi, Elizam Escobar, Carmen Valentin) are receiving 
in the dungeons of the yanki prison system. Their health 
problems have been ignored, prison authorities are con¬ 
stantly harassing and attempting to provoke them, they 
have been kept in lock-up and isolation for weeks at a 
time, family visits have been interfered with, literature 
and reading material is denied them, and they are con¬ 
stantly being placed in situations where physical and 
mental stress is applied. This has included the shooting 
of a bullet into, the cell, of Luis Rosa and the denial of 
medical attention for Haydee Torres even when prison doc¬ 
tors diagnosed the possibility of her having an early 
stage of cancer. Despite a national and international 
campaign which mobilized medical groups, civic and relig¬ 
ious organizations, workers, students and professionals 
who pressured the yanki government and its bureau of 
prisons she has not beeij attended to. 

Our organization will not tolerate_any physical or mental 
harm done to our comrades to go unanswered. We demand 
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they be treated as Prisoners of War as stated by the Gen¬ 
eva Convention and the United Nations Protocols concern¬ 
ing freedom fighters captured in wars of national libera¬ 
tion. We hold the yanki capitalist class and the sadistic 
beasts who operate and compose its repressive forces res¬ 
ponsible for any harm which may befall our Prisoners of 
War, Political Prisoners and for any attacks aimed at 
crushing and repressing the legitimate aspirations of our 
people for independence and socialism. This is not an 
empty boast. Yanki imperialism well knows that Puerto 
Rican Revolutionaries do not bluff. They have felt our 
bullets and smelled the odor of our dynamite from Colonel 
Riggs, to Blair House, the attack on Congress, the Ang¬ 
lers Club, Sdbana S&ca. 

The Puerto Rican struggle for independence and socialism 
is part of the revolution of the oppressed and exploited 
masses of Latin America against the oligarchies, capital¬ 
ism and imperialism. It is also part of the international 
working class revolution for the destruction of capitalism 
and for the construction of socialism. As revolutionaries 
we are united with the oppressed and exploited masses of 
the world and we clearly understand that the only pro¬ 
gressive governments are those which are being guided by 
Marxist-Lenninist principles and are constructing a soci¬ 
alist society free of class exploitation. 

For these reasons we reject the hypocritical support 
and "solidarity" for Puerto Rican independence expressed 
by the capitalist governments of Venezuela and Mexico. 
While supporting independence for Puerto Rico the govern¬ 
ment of Venezuela blatantly strengthens the hand of the 
tyrannical and fascist Duarte Reigme in El Salvador by 
providing political and material support for the brutal 
and cowardly assasination of the thousands of Salvadorean 
people. As an ally of the yanki imperialists in maintain¬ 
ing the oligarchy in power in El Salvador the government 
of Venezuela is guilty of murder and genocide. It is as¬ 
suming an ever increasing aggressive role as protector 
and enforcer of the yanki imperialists' plans to expand 
and consolidate their grip in the Caribbean and Central 
America. In return the U.S. has agreed to equip the Ven¬ 
ezuela army with modern weapons, provide loans and capi¬ 
tal for the economic expansion of the Venexuela capital¬ 
ists, and allow these capitalists access to new markets 
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for its products. Venezuela would be acting as a sub- 
-imperialist power in keeping with the plans of the Tri¬ 
lateral Commission. It would become one of the guardians 
of Trilateral ism in Latin America, especially fin the 
Carabbean and Central American areas, repressing the 
popular and revolutionary movements internally and pro¬ 
tecting the interests of imperialism. 

The Mexican government also claims to support Puerto 
Rican independence. It has even hosted an international 
conference in solidarity with Puerto Rican independence. 
This image as "defender of the oppressed" is a farce. It 
is a cover for the most brutal and oppressive exploita¬ 
tion of the impoverished Mexican masses by the Mexican 
oligarchy and yanki imperialism. Like in El Salvador 
thousands of Mexican workers, peasants, students, profes¬ 
sionals and revolutionaries have been assasinated or 
"disappeared" by the repressive agancies and the right 
wing death squads organized and finaced by the Mexican 
ruling class. In Mexico law and order is maintained 
through assasination, terror and torture. The true in¬ 
tent of Mexico's progressive foreign policy is nothing 
but a maneuver to mask repression at home and to serve 
as a stabilizing force in the area against the popular 
and revolutionary movements so that they do not swing 
too far to the left. In the strategy ol the imperialists 
it appears as the nice guy while the U.S. is the bad. 

Our struggle for national liberation does not need this 
"solidarity" from murderers, torturers and exploiters. 
They are the enemies of freedom loving people everywhere. 
We do not need to prostitute our political principals to 
gain the temporary support of our class enemies who will 
eventually betray us when we no longer benefit them or 
serve their interests. 

To our Chicano-Mexicano, Black and Native-American broth¬ 
ers and sisters who are fighting within the vanki federal 
state to regain the lands and territory stolen from them 
we extend our deepest and most sincere revolutionary sol¬ 
idarity. The FALN supports the reunification of the Chi¬ 
cano-Mexicano lands in the Southwest and West with Mexico 
and the creation of a non-aligned and socialist Mexico; 
the legitimate right of Black people to the land area in 
the South and the creation of the nation of New Africa; 



and the right of the Native-American peoples and nations 
to recapture their occupied lands. For us their is only 
one road: armed struggle, and one enemy: yanki imperial¬ 
ism. In the spirit of proletarian internationalism the 
FALN will contribute to the destruction of the imperialist 
yanki federal state by waging armed struggle until Puerto 
Rico is free of yanki colonialism and interference. 

To the Black freedom fighters who are presently receiving 
the full weight of the yanki repressive machinery and who 
are being killed and tortured by these agents of death, 
your strength, courage and will to fight has inspired us. 
We support your fight against the colonial enslavement of 
your people and for New Africa and we are as certain of 
the inevitability of your victory as we are of ours. 

We also wish to express our solidarity with the three 
north americans captured in the Brinks expropriation. By 
linking up with your Black comrades and making their 
struggle your own you have put into practice the Leninist 
principle which states that the duty of the working class 
and advanced sectors in the imperialist countries is to 
actively assist and fight for the liberation of the col¬ 
onies. Companeros, we salute you for your example, unsel¬ 
fishness and total commitment to national liberation and 
the international working class revolution. 

The war for independence and socialism for Puerto Rico 
will not be easy and will require many sacrifices. But 
the enemy is not invincible, Vietnam, Nicaragua, Cuba 
and now El Salvador have proven that. Yanki imperialism 
will do everything possible to destroy our revolutionary 
organizations and crush the aspirations of our people 
for freedom. Their strategy against the independence 
movement is very clear: on the one hand they will try to 
use their legal and judicial system to force the movement 
into the courts and away from the streets, and on the 
other they will use violence to intimidate, provoke, 
frighten us and paralyze the work, placing us in a defen¬ 
sive position in which we can only react. It is in this 
context that we should see the grand jury incarcerations 
of Carlos Rosario Pantojas, Carlos Noya Muratti and Nor- 
berto Cintron Fiallo; the frame-up of Jorge Albizu Orta, 
and the assasinations of Arnaldo Dario Rosado, Carlos 
Soto Arrivi and Angel Rodriguez Cristobal. The taking of 
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the case of Vieques to the Supreme Court in Boston the 

yOTki C ° UrtS in Puerto R±co concerning 
the student strike at the University of Puerto Rico I™ 

attempts at forcing our struggle to take pl'ace within the 
a J par ^ tls of the imperialists. This maneuver is 
designed to disarm us and place us in a position where we 
recognize their authority over us and where all the bat- 
ties take place under conditions determined by them 
Under these circumstances we can only lose. We sCid he 

b *“ leS “ d " here the y «e to take place 


Our struggle if it is to succeed must be guided by the 
strategy of prolonged people's war. In order to do this 
we must build organizations which the enemy cannot des¬ 
troy because it cannot see them. Only the politico/mili- 

*. y 0 ^h a !j 1Z c tiOn With clandest ine structures, members 
nd method of work is in a position to mobilize and or 

lie Ihoaa -T 1 ' f d St the saM tl " e wa 8 e armed strug- 
gle. Those independence organizations working within the 

framework of bourgeois legality because they havl flu! 
are lit lillt'fol I 1 "' 3 ' feel that the conditions 

Hues JSn^LT I* ” Mda " a " °" ly f °° lln * th '“- 

ives When they least expect it the enemy will anniM 
late them if it feels these organizations pose a thrlaJ' 
uerto Rico is a nation intervened by a foreign power ' 
t is militarily, economically and politically occupied 

rLh/r PUert ° RiCan pe ° ple have always Sad P a 

ght to pick up arms and the conditions for armed 

struggle have always existed. What has been lacking at 
certain moments have been the revolutionary organiza- 
tions who will Uad this struggle. Now th«. orlllu*. 

. exist. Their existance challenges every indepen- 
dentista to either move' forward by supporting and ioin 
ing the revolutionary armed clandLtin! org2iS 1 2| D ' 

“‘“J f Sld a e and Sh °" their “ue colors bf 
reformist and autonomist sectors which are trying to 
contain the armed struggle for independence 2d Lie!- 

and !ff Ce ! S ° f ° Ur Struggle is dependent on the growth 
and effectiveness of the armed clandestine politico/mil- 
f organizations. Only they are in a position to ef¬ 
fectively combine and lead the mass and armeJ str^gglf s . 
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Therefore it is this unity which we must work for. 

Through the union of the armed clandestine organizations, 
which have been born and developed from revolutionary 
theory and practice and in the heat of battle, we will 
organize the National Liberation Front and its military 
detachment the People's Revolutionary Army. It will be 
this vehicle which will drive the yanki imperialists 
out of Puerto Rico and which will lead to the necessary 
structures for the construction of a socialist society. 



de LIBERATION NACIONAL PUERTORRIQUENA 

INDEPENDENCE AND SOCIALISM FOR PUERTO RICO 

IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL FREEDOM FOR OUR PRISONERS OF 
WAR AND POLITICAL PRISONERS 

US HANDS OFF EL SALVADOR, NICARAGUA, AND GUATEMALA 

NOT ONE GRAM OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCES WILL 
LEAVE PUERTO RICO 

LONG LIVE THE ARMED CLANDESTINE STRUGGLE 

FALN CENTRAL COMMAND 

DIRECT ACTION COMMUNIQUE 


The following is a communique from Direct Action, claim¬ 
ing responsibility for the bomb attack on B.C. Hydro's 
Dunsmuir Substation, located near Nanaimo, B.C., Canada. 
Damage from this act of political sabotage has been es¬ 
timated at $6 million. The billion dollar Cheekye-Duns- 
muir transmission line, a twin 500KV line being cons¬ 
tructed to provide electrical power to Vancouver Island 
from the mainland, has been the object of great contro- 


20 



plans in in i977 he T^ Ubl h* C beCame ° f B * C - W™'* 

plans xn 1977. Though a vigorous three year campaign - 

including the use of civil disobedience - was launched 
y opponents demanding a public inquiry into the need 

6 f feCtS ° f this capital-intensive and environmen¬ 
tally destructive project, no such inquiry has been held. 

The arrogance and disregard with which B.C. Hydro holds 
the concerns of those opposed to the Cheekye-Dunsmuir 
transmission line is also felt by those ranchers farmers 
nvironmentalists, workers and native people who question* 
the soundness of Hydro's plans for a series of massive 
energy projects throughout B.C. These mega-proiects in- 
clude the damming of the Iskut, Stikine and Liard Rivers 

tSe Peace" ThVd’ T C ° nStr “ ction of additional dams on 
the Peace the development of a coal-fired generating 

plant at Hat Creek, and the erection of thousands of 
kilometers of high-voltage transmission lines needed to 
connect these sources of e ipr fr ,v,i 

in southern B.C. and the US !° W ^ the market 

and economic disrup^tEi ^ 1 “!“^' 
projects is of little concern to B r u u these 
and right-wing Social Credit politicians "subM**^ 1 ™ 8 

lltttZT 5 ° f the f ° reign -^inatio\ S als U a b nd er thTLr° 

fnd its corporations, the provincial government 

and its crown corporation B.C. Hydro have as th f 
priority the expansion of an infrastructure wM^ m?" 
permit the continued intense exploitation of B.C. Ce'sour- 

wCpSit r toM°CnS f iJi e J" M B ‘ C - ^ th£ l3r 8 e 

countries such as the U S and T 1§ * y lndustri alized 
the unequal int ernat ional ‘develoCCCCt of With 

and their allies - are to wCCCt Pe ° Ple 7 the workin 8 class 
Itom the corporat ions^nd 
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direct action 


May 31, 1982 

On May 31, we bombed four 500 k.v. transformers at the 
Dunsmuir substation on Vancouver Island. This substation 
is part of the $1 billion Cheekye-Dunsmuir transmission 
line project being built by B.C. Hydro. This project, if 
completed, will provide electricity for a wave of indus¬ 
trial development planned for Vancouver Island. We are 
opposed to any further industrial development and to any 
expansion of the power grid which will facilitate such 
development. 

We reject both the ecological destruction and the human 
oppression inherent in the industrial societies of the 
corporate machine in the West and the communist machine 
in the East. In the last two hundred years industrial 
civilization has been raping and mutilating the earth and 
exterminating other species at an ever accelerating rate. 
We say this is not right. Jobs, progress, standards of 
living - nothing is sufficient justification for the hor¬ 
rible damage being done. 

Already in this province, half the forests have been log¬ 
ged and many rivers dammed. The valleys are littered with 
highways and power lines, the estuaries are paved and 
polluted, the water is poisoned, mills and smelters belch 
noxious fumes, and nuclear power and acid rain are soon 
come. 

While being in complete opposition to further ecological 
destruction, we also oppose the human oppression result¬ 
ing from the economic and political systems throughout the 
world that are based on power and profit. In fact, ecolo¬ 
gical destruction is directly related to the human op-r 
ressions of sexism, racism, hierarchy and imperialism. 

The desire for power, the insensitivity to the suffering 
of others and the need to feel superior are the sinister 
bonds that underlie all these oppressive human relations. 

Centuries of patriarchy and imperialism have created op¬ 
pressive power relations that now permeate most societies 
and their institutions. As a result, people today have 
internalized these characteristics; however, this does 



not negate the ultimate responsibility of the ruling 
classes that control and direct these institutions. 


The same ruling classes and multinational corporations 
who relentlessly destroy the environment, also control the 
repressive dictatorships and governments of democratic 
facade throughout the capitalist world. The repression and 
economic exploitation that result are an inevitable conse¬ 
quence of societies that function in order to fulfill the 
profit and growth demands of a corporate economy. 

Within the capitalist world, a growing number of libera¬ 
tion movements have created a situation in which the in¬ 
dustrialized societies can no longer depend for their 
supplies of strategic materials on these potentially "un¬ 
stable" regions of the so-called third world. And so dur¬ 
ing the late 70's and now into the 80's, the industrial¬ 
ized societies are attempting to become less energy de¬ 
pendent upon these regions by exploiting coal, oil, gas 
and nuclear energy and resources from regions that'meet 
international security objectives.*Canada, at this time. 
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meets these objectives. 


Canada’s historical role has always been that of supplier 
of cheap resources to the industrialized world. As this 
role becomes more critical internationally, the develop¬ 
ment of energy and resource mega-projects in Canada has 
become a government priority. As well as serving a stra¬ 
tegic function within the international capitalist econ¬ 
omy, the Canadian capitalists see these mega-projects as 
a means of overcoming the ongoing economic crises nation¬ 
ally. 

We must make this an insecure and unihabitable place for 
capitalists and their projects. This is the best contrib¬ 
ution we can make towards protecting the earth and strug¬ 
gling for a liberated society. 

THE RED BRIGADES: BETWEEN STALINISM 

AND LEFTISM 

(The following article has been reprinted from a 1979 
edition of a.libertarian-marxist journal) 


1. A DIVERSIFIED MOVEMENT 

When speaking of the armed froups in Italy it is neces¬ 
sary first of all to emphasize the extant of this phen¬ 
omenon, and also to distinguish different tendencies 
within it. During the summer of 1977, for example, the 
Italian police claimed to have identified about a hundred 
armed groups, of which only four or five were classified 
as "stable", the others being considered "variable". At 
the end of the same year there were over 300 members of 
these armed groups in prison, of which 152 belonged to 
the Red Brigades (Brigate Rosse, or BR). (1) According 
to the Italian Communist Party (PCI), "in the course of 
1978 these groups carried out 2,365 armed actions, i.e., 
10 percent more than last year (37 killed and 412 injur¬ 
ed) . The majority of bombings and shootings are claimed 
by the left: 619 as opposed to 55 claimed by the right. 
One can also note a big increase in the number of these 
groups. The PCI recorded 209 different groups in 1978, 
although the bloodiest actions still were due to the 
BR." (2) 
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A1 m° st a U the more structured groups with a continuous 
activity have an ideology of lennist inspiration Among 
them the Red Brigades represent the more orthodox marx- 
ist-lenninist tendency, while many of the other gro^s 
are infiuenGcd by the ideas of Italian "workerism".(3) 

t0 Structure there are > the one hand, 
the stable insurrectionist groups, which present them¬ 
selves as parties "of a new kind". On the other hand 

_!**!;* * re the varia ble, "marginal" organizations which 
claim to be the armed expression of specific sectors of 
the Movement : women, youth, delinquents, etc., and 
which form and disband as the moment or occasion de*- 
mands, changing their name each time".(4) They inhabit 
what is called the zone of "diffuse terrorism" the 

Jh? W ^ n8 / illeU ° f indlviduals and impermanent groups 
which adopt violent modes of action, from stealing from 
upermarkets to attacks on minor government officials 
and factory foremen. The NAP (Nuclei Armati Proletari 

wLfthf P £° letarian Cells >> f °r instance, was created 
tw a ? objective of supporting prisoners’ struggles 
hese two types ot groups also have different concep¬ 
tions on other questions, such as the type of violence 

and U so’on S ° bjectivas ’ their relation to the masses, 
and soon The marginalist and workerist groups put 

forward the idea of the "armed movement" in opposition 

Amonp e f-h nSl ^ rreC * :i0nal ^ S ^ S ' conce P t of the "armed party" 
Among the insurrectionalist groups the best known are * 

una Linea and, of course, the Red Brigades; in fact 
these are the only ones which still really exist todjy 

“e two'groups? “ ^ COnta “ betTOe " tbe of 

Pnraa Linea, which regularly carries out armed actions 
has a position halfway between that of the Red Brigades - 
dedicated to the notion of the "armed party" - 
and that of the "marginalist" groups. For Prima Linea 
the question is to reconcile "terrorism with mass based 
urban guerilla activity: the only strategy that will 
avoid separation from the popular struggles, that will 
allow an enlargement of the bases of support and which 
wiil prevent a retreat into total clandestinity. Their 
members do not live underground but work normally agi- 

^ n L^ th V aCt ° rl r’ 3nd alternatin S between clandes- 
life ions and the social-camouflage of everday 

life. (5) This model of the "new party" is quite differ- 
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ent from that of the Red Brigades, as we will see. 

There is a further, anarchist, tendency which is very 
small. The most well known group here is Azione Rivolu- 
zionaria, though it lacks organizational efficacy; the 
majority of its members are in prison at this moment. 

They were the only group to attack members of the PCI, 
which marked a rupture between them and the other armed 
groups in relation to the Communist Party. 

Presently, the Red Brigades are the best organized and 
implanted armed group in Italy, the only group which 
could attempt to be the pole of convergence of all of the 
other armed groups. This is mainly due to their apparent¬ 
ly superior "effectiveness". Without dismissing other hy¬ 
potheses, we can perhaps explain this situation by two 
factors. First it is necessary to take into consideration 
the importance of the stalinist tradition in the post-war 
Italian left; second, we must understand the consequences 
of the road the Red Brigades have chosen: namely, their 
decision to operate within the framework of "political 
autonomy", rejecting the perspective of directly linking 
itself to the mass movement. 

2. THE PARALLEL PARTY AND THE STALINIST TRADITION 

We will begin with the importance of the stalinist tradi¬ 
tion in Italy. From the end of the war until the elector¬ 
al campaign of 1975 (still very much centered on the cor¬ 
rupt nature of the Christian Democrats) the PCI had al¬ 
ways strongly attacked the Christian Democrats (DC). Up 
to this time, the party followed a double policy, combin¬ 
ing legal with illegal activity. The latter was preserved 
in case of the need to oppose anti-fascist violence to 
the fascist putschist tendencies which, until very re¬ 
cently, the whole of the Italian left considered a great 
danger. This double policy was increasingly called into 
question by the progressive strengthening of the strictly 
legalist tendencies within the party, proponents of "eur- 
ocommunism" and collaboration with the DC. As a conse¬ 
quence of the debates among the leadership of the PCI 
provoked by the coup in Chile, the legalist line got the 
upper hand. But for an important part of the party - 
above all for the old militants and functionaries marked 
by the experience of Stalinism and the Resistance and 
also by a "class" hatred of the DC withits corruption and 
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cold war line - it was very difficult to accept the new 
direction signalled by the "historic compromise". 

This hard-line tendency of the PCI has come to be called 
the "parallel party"; it is not officially recognized but 
it is tolerated. It groups old stalinist cadres, the ma¬ 
jority of whom were linked to a clandestine military or- 
ganization that the PC created during the war called Vol- 
unta Rossa. After the war, this organization was conver¬ 
ted into the internal police apparatus of the party, its 
"iron fist" for dealing with its opponents. It was offic¬ 
ially dissolved (others say it went into clandestinity 
again) during the Cold War. Even so, actions claimed by 
Volunta Rossa took place in the 1950s in Regio Emilia. 
Their objectives of "popular justice" against the bosses 
and their technique - rapid and effective actions - have 
a curious resemblance to those of today's armed groups. 
Some who hold leadingpositions in this parallel organiza¬ 
tion of the PCI still today occupy important positions in 
the local apparatus of the party and openly proclaim 
their stalinist positions (for example, Vidal, who as a 
Comintern cadre in Spain in 1936 was responsible for the 
murders of Berneri and Nin) . 

More generally, the parallel party forms part of the anti 
-fascist milieu which is still very strong in Italy.(6) 
The constant preoccupation of these people has been to 
build a united front against the danger of a fascist coup 
d'etat. After the right-wing bombings which occurred in 
1969 in Milan, fascist terror again appeared a reality 
and the problem of fascism could hardly be seen as a mys¬ 
tification. Indeed the bombings created a certain fear 
within the workers' movement. The workers believed that 
it was a violent response of the conservative sectors of 
the State to their social agitation of 1968-69. The pol¬ 
itical consequences of these events were very important. 
The anti-fascist front was reinforced by leftist groups 
of leninist inspiration, and still today attack the fas— 
cists, particularly the MSI (Movimento Sociale Italiano, 
neo-fascist party with parlimentary representation). Ap¬ 
ropos of this, it should not be forgotten that it was 
not until 1973 that the PCI condemned leftist violence 
against the fascists. We could say, therefore, that the 
confluence of the organized leftists and the PC, and the 
former's acceptance of the political institutions, is 
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the result of the anti-fascist activity since 1969. It 
is within this terrain of anti-fascism that the BR's 
have their place. 

From the start, then, the BR wished to take on the of 
anti-fascist defense, and at the same time to occupy the 
stalinist political vacumn opened up by the evolution of 
the PCI toward the "historic compromise". It should be 
pointed out, however, that this relationship between the 
BR and the "parallel party" is neither so simple as this 
nor so direct. On the one hand, this "party" does not 
have a structural form with which contacts or links could 
be established. On the other hand, not all classic stal¬ 
inists of the PCI agree with the BR; far from it, in 
fact, as some even propose their physical liquidation, in 
the name of the same logic of the fascist danger which 
attracts other stalinists to the BRl Nevertheless, to un¬ 
derstand the phenomenon of armed struggle in Italy and 
the impact of a group like the BR, it is necessary to un¬ 
derstand, first and foremost, that in Italian society 
Stalinism and militant anti-fascism are an expression of 
a political culture with considerable roots amongst the 
communist masses and certain popular sectors. It is to 
these militant principles and traditions which the BR 
refers itself and to which it appeals in seeking its 
social basis of support. 

3. THE EFFICACY OF "POLITICAL AUTONOMY" 

This said, it remains to be explained why the BR was suc¬ 
cessful where other groups failed. Although a great vari¬ 
ety of marxist-lenninist (maoist) groups sought to occupy 
the political terrain vacated by the PCI only the BR had 
the wits to understand that it was not possible to com¬ 
pete with the PCI in building a party of the classic 
type, based on mass organizations. The BR chose another 
road: the creation of a clandestine military organiza¬ 
tion, without direct links to "mass work" in the maoists' 
traditional style. From the beginning, the BR believed 
that the revolutionary alternative should be presented at 
the military level, the level of big-time politics, in 
direct confrontation with the State. 

When, in 1968, while the student movement was still very 
active, the Collettivo Politico Metropolitano di Milano 
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decided to "redefine marxism-lenninism," it took the 
first steps in defining the orientation of the BR, formed 
from the group some months later. The leftist organiza- 
tions Lotta Continua and Potere Operaio were criticized 
for their "immediatist" conception of class struggle and 
their defense of proletarian autonomy, as well as for 
their corresponding underestimation of the political di¬ 
mensions of the struggle and of the political instruments 
needed for it: in a word, of the party. The hypotheses 
was that the party could be reconstructed at a military 
level. (7) Ten years later, the conceptions of the BR have 
not changed, but merely become more precise, above all 
with respect to their fidelity to lenninlst principles. 
"The conscious and imperative project of the communist 
vanguard is to create the conditions of an alternative to 
the existing state, to organize strategically the revolu¬ 
tionary potential of the proletariat."(8) But they have 
revised the typical marxism-lenninism of the present day 
by affirming that the vanguard - i.e., the armed party - 
cannot "firmly consolidate the organization of proletar¬ 
ian power other than by the most rigid clandestinity". (10) 
For these groups, "the vanguard armed struggle is a nec¬ 
essary but not a sufficient condition for the building of 
a politico-military organization of the proletariat. The 
other indespensible condition is the autonomous initia¬ 
tive of the masses."(11) 

Aside from these intervanguard polemics, it appears evi¬ 
dent today that the Red Brigades adoption of a strictly 
military and clandestine line, refusing any mass prac¬ 
tice, has kept them within the limits of an armed group, 
from both the political and security points of view. From 
the latter point of view, such a line protects militants 
from exposing themselves in mass activity, as the members 
of the other armed groups frequently do. This does not 
mean that members of the BR refuse all and any involvement 
in (for example) union activity, but that they refuse any 
identification with leftist-oriented mass activity. Polit¬ 
ically, their strict clandestinity prevents the BR from 
guaging its political efficacy otherwise than by the suc¬ 
cess of their actions against the political institutions, 
unlike the other armed groups who attempt to create fac¬ 
tory organizations linked to their armed parties, provoke 
factory revolts, etc. 
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4. REFLUX OF THE WORKERS' STRUGGLES AND THE CRISES 

OF LEFTISM 


In their development the BR and the other armed groups 
were able to take advantage of the convergence of two so¬ 
cial phenomena: the "eurocommunist" evolution of the PCI, 
and the crisis into which the leftist movement entered 
into around 1974-75. As we have just seen, for the BR the 
fundamental political question is the confrontation with 
the State. According to the BR, leftism underestimates 
this "moment" and consequently doesn't engage in Politics 
as the BR understands it. In 1968 such criticism of the 
leftists fell on deaf ears, as this period saw the social 
movement reach its height. But the years 1974-75 saw the 
reflux of the movement in the factories and a consequent 
crisis of the extreme left. With the decline of the work¬ 
ers' activity, the unions were able to reorganize, inte¬ 
grating newly developed forms of struggle into their 
structure and absorbing or neutralizing the militancy of 
the leftist groups. The latter, after a brief phase of 
growth, gradually became institutionalized, above all as 
a result of their electoralism. Thinking that they could 
participate in political power side by side with the PCI, 
in practice they often supported this party against the 
DC. The PCI, now involved in the "historic compromise", 
abandoned its traditional post-war oppositional role for a 
policy of "national salvation" and a social contract. 

These transformations provoked feelings of frustration 
and impotent anger among many leftists and radical fac¬ 
tory militants. "Progressively," recalled a participant 
in the armed movement, "we witnessed even our own organ¬ 
izations evolve toward the institutional struggle; they 
were becoming vaguely 'democratic' and increasingly dis- 
sasociated from the interests of the workers... .It was 
only then that we decided to take up armed struggle as 
the only form of struggle. This was in the autumn of 
1974."(12) 

The revival of union and PCI activity was naturally 
stronger and more rapid in the industrial North of the 
country, above all in Milan. It signalled the failure of 
the leftists, whose idea had been to build a "workers' 
leadership based on the Alfa/Pirelli/Siemens" industrial 
triangle and arising from the "hegemony of the mass work¬ 
er", a concept dear to the "workerist" school. But it was 
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exactly these mass workers who, suffering the consequen¬ 
ces of the reorganization carried out in the 1970s in the 
big industries as well as the social consequences of the 
crisis, who became quite attracted by reformist unionism. 
This is one reason why "Milan became the most favourable 
terrain on which to revive the hypothesis of the party," 
in its armed form.(13) 

Thus the years 1970-75 produced a situation in Italy 
which was very favourable to the proliferation of armed 
groups, due to the impasse reached by the autonomous ten¬ 
dencies within the working class, by the re-emergence of 
reformist control over the workers, and by the frustration 
this produced among leftist militants and active workers. 
The armed groups of this first phase came especially from 
the "workerist" circles, closely linked to the experience 
of the production line worker and very critical of the 
political conceptions of the BR, particularly of their 
idea of the armed party created from above, to which they 
opposed the idea of a party formed from below, on the 
basis of workers' organizations and factory nuclei. To¬ 
day, however, it is evident that this project has not 
withstood the test of time. Such groups, more easily per¬ 
secuted by the police, increasingly isolated from the very 
workers among whom they intended to militate, and, under¬ 
mined by the incompatibility of clandestine and mass ac¬ 
tivity, are today - and this is particularly true of 
Prima Linea, the best known - in the shadow of the BR, 
whose military efficacy and rigid structure ineluctably 
came to dominate them. 

5. IDEOLOGY AND MODE OF OPERATION OF THE BR 

By now the reader will have a general idea of the politi¬ 
cal principals guiding the BR. Both in their vanguardist 
conception of the cadre party and in their statist con¬ 
ception of "socialism" the BR can be seen as a marxist- 
lennist organization. However, they differ from the other, 
more orthodox m-1 groups in Italy on other questions. The 
core of the BR's analysis is the idea that capitalism is 
in a crisis caused by the tendency of the rate of profit 
to fall, which will inevitably result in a confrontation 
between American imperialism and Russian social-imperial- 
ism. Here the BR modify the classic leninist idea of the 
transformation of imperialist war into civil war. For the 
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BR it is necessary to unleash the "class civil war" in 
the imperialist metropoles now, in order to forestall a 
third world war. This political position is both influen¬ 
ced by the maoist notion of "people's war" and "red 
bases" and by the workerists' emphasis on the subjective 
factor. In the present period, "in which the principal 
contradition is between the metropolitan proletariat and 
the imperialist bourgeoisie," the BR regard the Christian 
Democrats as grouping "those politicians most closely re¬ 
lated to imperialist circles."(14) Through military con¬ 
frontation with these "imperialist politicians" - a task 
that falls to the "revolutionary vanguard" - " the class 
struggle take the form of civil war."(15) Here we see a 
convergence between the BR's analysis and the classic an¬ 
ti-fascist ideology of the "parallel party," which be¬ 
lieves that the legalist line of the PCI robs it of the 
ability to oppose either an eventual attack on the Soviet 
Union or a fascist coup in Italy carried out with the 
collaboration of the DC. 

With respect to its mode of operation, the BR obey the 
laws of all military and clandestine organizations. The 
ideology of sacrifice and centralized discipline, hall¬ 
marks of all such organizations, are here carried to an 
extreme, justified by the stalinist ideology of the par¬ 
ty. The BR don't hesitate to declare that it is through 
their activity that a "new proletarian person" will be 
forged: 

The political identity of the revolutionary militant 
means, first and foremost, the Party. It is through 
the principles, the strategy, the program, and the 
discipline of the Party that the militant, freely 
and autonomously, recognizes himself.(16) 

The stalinist tradition serves as the cement of the clan¬ 
destine structure, contrary to what happened within the 
armed groups in West Germany, where the militants, influ¬ 
enced by a sort of anarcho-individualism, rapidly came 
into conflict with the principles of clandestine military 
organization.(17) Unlike the members of these German 
groups, the BR members (or at least the majority of them) 
do not always live in total clandestinity. They also lead 
"normal" lives, so that they are, for instance, involved 
in union activities, mainly in the PCI-dominated unions. 
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where they present the image of active but not extremist 
workers. But this chafiges from the moment that the mili¬ 
tant goes into total clandestinity, which is the inevita¬ 
ble logic of this type of activitv. 

The experience of the Italian armed groups gives us a 
good idea of the functioning of a lenninist clandestine 
organization inside modern society, and the political 
content of the social relations created within it. In an 
interview published in an Italian wide-circulation maga¬ 
zine, a militant of an armed group (not the BR) has given 
an account of a professional of armed struggle. The mili¬ 
tants are obliged "to lead a double life and to follow 
strictly a certain mode of behaviour, which is the proof 
of their suitability as militants; they cannot frequent 
political circles or mix with comrades from the movement. 
...All in all, they must lead a regular life. They cannot 
freely leave the organization, as this is a decision ta¬ 
ken centrally. To join the organization the candidate has 
to present excellent credentials, and even then is fol¬ 
lowed during an 'apprenticeship' period. Intimate person¬ 
al relations are forbidden, as these can cause conflicts 
with the organization. Living as a couple is prohibited 
unless the relationship is legalized....The public image 
of the clandestine activist has to be that of a model 
worker. At work, he doesn't discuss politics."(18) 

The same principals regulate the attitudes of these mili¬ 
tants in prison. For example, during a revolt in a spec¬ 
ial prison at Asinara (which "houses" many members of 
different armed groups), an anarchist prisoner, Horst 
Fantazzi, managed to send out a chronical of the revolt 
to the journal Anarchismo . The prison Struggle Committee 
expelled Fantazzi from the prisoners' organization and 
ostracized him within the prison, on the ground that the 
text had not been ratified by it before being sent out. 
This exemplifies much behaviour like that of the PCI un¬ 
der fascism, when party members in prison ostracized any¬ 
one not in complete agreement with the Party. 

The least one can say is that it is hardly by employing 
such means to combat the old world, both in their own or¬ 
ganizations and in relations to others, that the armed 
groups are going to usher in the pew. On the contrary, 
they do no more than to perpetuate the forms of the old. 
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6. THE ARMED GROUPS AND THE PCI: 

FROM CRITICISM TO CONFRONTATION 

Given the stabilizing role played by the PCI in the func¬ 
tioning of the parlimentary system and social institu¬ 
tions of Italy today, it is quite normal that the stra¬ 
tegy of the armed groups responds to the political line 
of the party and is sensitive to its tactical changes. We 
have already seen how the development of armed struggle 
was closely related to the victory of the line of the 
"historical compromise" within the PCI. To a certain ex¬ 
tent, the political attitude of groups like the BR toward 
the PCI has changed in response to the difficulties en¬ 
countered by the "eurocommunist" line and also according 
to the events unleashed by the armed struggle itself. 

From the beginning, these groups considered it necessary 
to carry out a political struggle against the present di¬ 
rection of the party - the Berlinguer line. They never 
question the party, simply its present leadership. Basic¬ 
ally, they consider the PCI as a secondary force in the 
tendency toward the creation of a "world imperialist 
state" while they regard the DC as a primary expression 
of this tendency. Neither is the PCI viewed as the ex¬ 
pression of a tendency of national capital in Italy,(19) 
with interests in the fortunes of Italian capitalism at 
the world level. At most, it is seen as an expression of 
the "labour aristocracy". Like all other m-1 groups, the 
BR believe that the rank and file of the party have been 
goodwinked by the eurocommunist leadership, and that 
their armed actions will cause the ranks to open their 
eyes and rediscover the "correct line". The BR are quite 
explicit about this: "The solution will inevitably be 
found in the armed struggle, about which it will be nec¬ 
essary to take a position. The PC itself will be in¬ 
volved in this process. We here reaffirm our unitary pos¬ 
ition in relation to all comrades who chose the path of 
armed struggle."(20) This attitude - which the BR share 
with other groups of the extreme left, such as Lotta Con- 
tinua and Potero Operaio - is based on the idea that "the 
deepening of the crises and the growing class confronta¬ 
tion is progressively reducing the viability of reform¬ 
ism. Such an analysis, however, fails to understand the 
historical and structural roots of reformism within the 
working class, and views its strength only in periods of 
economic expansion as inherently stabilizing. This type 
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of analysis is therefore incapable of seeing that after 
the period of the reinforcement of the unions in the fac¬ 
tories comes the growth of the role of the reformist par¬ 
ty in the management of the crises."(21) Moreover, this 
underestimation of the role of reformism in periods of 
crisis results in "viewing the State almost exclusively 
in its repressive aspect."(22) In conclusion, "such a 
practice (in relation to the PC) not only made the armed 
groups incapable of building an alternative to reformism 
inside the working class, but also left them indirectly 
dependent on the reformist project, insofar as their in¬ 
itiatives were directed against those sectors of the cap¬ 
italist apparatus (the DC) which reformism was also at¬ 
tempting to push to the side."(23) 

After the Moro affair, which should be understood as an 
attack on the line of the "historical compromise," the 
"armed party" was obliged to modify its tactical attitude 
toward the PCI slightly, but without altering the basic 
analysis of which we spoke above. In fact, the PCI's call 
for an "upsurge of democratic consciousness" against ter¬ 
rorism, its campaign of denuciation in the factories, 
couldn't leave these groups indifferent, the BR above all. 
In their "Strategic Resolution No. 5," the BR denounce 
the Berlinguer line as "representative of a bourgeois 
front" and an "instrument of the imperialist state of the 
multinationals." According to the BR the PCI, in collab¬ 
oration with the "union bureaucracy," have in practice 
"denounced the revolutionary vanguard, trying to destab¬ 
ilize and later smash the resistance of the working 
class."(24) In this new situation, it is no longer suf¬ 
ficient just to criticize and condemn "eurocommunism." 

It is necessary to pass to the attack, and the Berlinguer 
line becomes a target of the armed struggle. After a 
first attack on a party bureaucrat in Genoa, in charge of 
the relations between State enterprises and the PCI, the 
BR directly attacked the Party's policy of denouncing BR 
sympathizers in the factories, killing the Communist 
trade unionist Rozza who had informed on a BR sympathizer 
to the police. This new step in the confrontation with 
the PC had contradictory consequences for the strategy of 
the BR. The reaction of the PCI to this attack was very 
rapid and the whole of the Party apparatus was mobilized 
in a reaction of self-defense. I£,up to then the BR's 
actions always had the goal of causing difficulties for 
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PCI Secretary Enrico Berlinguer 

the "eurocommunist" line, the killing of Rozza was under¬ 
stood as an attack on the Party as such and unified the 
whole bureaucracy around the apparatus. For the first 
time there was no convergence between the objectives of 
the BR and those of the "parallel partv." 

7. THE RELAPSE OF THE "MOVEMENT" OF 19 77 

The events of 1977 shook up the Italian extreme left and 
the armed groups. This movement had very special charac¬ 
teristics .( 25) While it spread mainly among the youth, 
e c pecially the socially marginalized, it also demonstrat- 
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ed a quite sophisticated political consciousness, able to 
alternate violence with the satirization of reformist in¬ 
stitutions and those of the State. Nevertheless, this 
movement quickly reached a political and an organization¬ 
al impasse. The mass assemblies which were the organiza¬ 
tional forms of this movement were unable to extend be¬ 
yond the student and marginal milieu. The attitude of 
the PCI also had an important bearing on this outcome. 

The PCI never attempted to co-opt the Movement but, on 
the contrary, from the beginning it did everything pos¬ 
sible to oppose it and to isolate it from the working 
class. A part of the Movement reacted strongly against 
this isolation, expressing its frustration by introducing 
new analytical concepts to deal with the situation. The 
"social worker" and the "diffuse factory" were the con¬ 
cepts through which they sought to give expression to the 
idea of a new revolutionary subject, after the failure of 
the political project based on the "mass worker" of the 
1960s. This situation was further aggravated by the cri¬ 
sis of the radical factory militants who, very marked by 
a "workerist subjectivism," were forced to recognize 
their impotence in introducing the new discourse of the 
Movement into the factories. Once more, after a period 
during which events had overtaken them, the armed groups 
rediscovered a favourable terrain for recruitment. 

The BR regarded the Movement of '77 as a type of non- 
-political agitation, concerned only with defensive ac¬ 
tions. They did not, for instance, hide their disagree¬ 
ment over the street fighting which was a feature of this 
period. As Sergio Bologna points out, non-political ac¬ 
tivities can in no way "influence the institutional bal¬ 
ance of the State or the machinery of government. By the 
way they conducted their Turin trial and the Moro kid¬ 
napping, the BR demonstrated to the left-wing workers 
and to the Movemnt of 'll these forces' inability to act 
politically, i.e., to have any influence at the institu¬ 
tional level."(26) Even though this only demonstrates the 
BR's purely bourgeois conception of politics, the fact 
remains that a part of the Movement of '77, and above all 
the more violent "autonomist" wing, accepted these criti¬ 
cisms as correct, and associated itself with the posi¬ 
tions of the armed groups, and in particular with those 
of the BR. It was not by chance, we may add, that the 
Moro kidnapping occurred immediately after the failure 
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and the break-up of the Movement of '77; the moment was 
well chosen by the BR to demonstrate their political ef¬ 
ficiency, their capacity to act at the level of the in¬ 
stitutions, in contradistinction to that of the crisis 
-ridden left, of the Movement and of the Autonomists. Of 
course, many of the militants who passed from the autono¬ 
mist movement into the armed groups did so without great 
ideological difficulty, thanks to their lenninist concep¬ 
tions of political action, political power, and revolu¬ 
tion. Enzo Modugno, of the review Marxiana , clearly 
pointed this out when, in 1977, he criticized those who 
wanted to exclude the gun-toting autonomists from the 
Movement: "It is necessary to understand the reasons why 
these individuals resort to the gun. These autonomous 
groups cannot be reduced to three or four homicidally 
inclined youths;.. .what is today called the ideology of 
the P.38 was only yesterday the political line of the 
revolutionary parties."(27) 

8. THE BR AND THE WORKING CLASS 

Before dealing with the consequences that the actions of 
the BR and the armed groups have had for the workers' 
movement, two points should be made clear. Firstly, many 
members of the BR are workers. However, it is not by this 
criterion that we judge the BR to be "separated or not 
from the working class," We consider the BR to be a par¬ 
ticular and momentary expression of a traditional tenden¬ 
cy within the Italian workers' movement, the stalinist 
tendency. Secondly, it is important to understand the 
BR's position on the process of self-organization which 
dominated the Italian workers' experience since the end 
of the 1960s. Basically, the BR consider every and any 
workplace struggle to be defensive, lacking in any polit¬ 
ical content (in the institutional sense). The only pol¬ 
itical actions are those which are part of the "offensive 
movement of proletarian resistance," i.e., those which 
have a "politico-military content. "(28) On the basis of 
this extremely militarist conception of political activ¬ 
ity, the BR reject any expression of autonomist factory 
organization as a manifestation of "centrism" (note the 
typically stalinist terminology). To these autonomist 
factory organizations, the BR oppose the idea of "organs 
of the proletarian State."(29) Here is an entire politi¬ 
cal programme in a nutshell. 


38 


In describing the reaction of the workers to recent 
events, we will schematically consider three aspects of 
the situation: 1) In the present social economic crisis 
a large part of the working class feels an insecurity * 
provoked by the worsening of their living standards. This 
sentiment is projected - and channeled by the State - 
into a demand for order and social stability, for the re¬ 
pression of criminality and of the armed groups. 

2) It was in such an atmosphere that the political par¬ 
ties and the mass media, as well as the State’s ideologi¬ 
cal apparatus, could organize demonstrations protesting 
against Moro’s death. For its part, the Left condemned 
the BR on two counts. On the one hand, it evoked the dan¬ 
ger of a fascist coup, thus resurrecting the old anti¬ 
fascist sentiments; on the other hand, employing the well 
-worn ideology which presents the police as "workers," it 
tried to appeal to people's emotions over the five police 
agents shot dead during Moro's kidnapping. The truth is 
that the demonstrations which took place were the expres¬ 
sions of a total mobilization of political society. Even 
sectors of the population not normally disposed to act 
politically joined in, such as small shopkeepers who 
closed their doors in sympathy. In many factories, workers 
were paid during the strike of protest at Moro's death. 

But we should also point out that many people who came 
onto the streets did so neither to praise More nor to 

bury the BR, but simply to express their confusion about 
the event. 

3) In the following days, all this created a feeling of 
unease among many factory militants, even among activists 
of the union left and of the political groups who did not 
identify themselves with the climate of national unity 
that the political parties tried to create around the 
event. This uneasiness was expressed, for example, in 
Milan, over a proposed demonstration against the murder 
oftwo militants of Autonomia, killed by the police (or 
by fascists) after Moro's assassination. In the Milan 
actories, there was a big debate on whether or not to 
strike and join the demonstration. Despite the opposition 
of the PCI, the workers and the factory organizations 
ended up participating massively; for many, though, this 
was only reasonable as they had already demonstrated in 
favour of Moro.' In any event, more* than 100,000 people. 
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almost as many as for Moro's burial, came onto the 
streets, and it was evident that the demonstration car¬ 
ried an implicit criticism of the Sacred Union desired bv 
the PCI. y 

9. THE PCI AND THE CRIMINALIZATION OF THE AUTONOMIST 
MOVEMENT AMONG THE WORKERS 

Following on the heels of the Moro case, the PCI at¬ 
tempted to profit from the general mood of confusion to 
witch-hunt the radical factory nuclei and to tighten its 
control over the working class in general. But this polir 
cy met with little success, mainly because the workers 
themselves did not support it. The right and the left 
within the unions also reacted against this policy as 
both feared that it would allow the PCI irreversibly to 
reinforce its repressive power within the factories. The 
union right maintained that only the State should exer¬ 
cise the function of repression, while the left, fearing 
that its own members might be caught up in the PCI hunt 
for extremists, opposed any wave of repressionin the fac¬ 
tories, though they nevertheless clearly distanced them¬ 
selves from the BR. 

The PCI has accused groups of radical workers of being 
potential members of the BR. Even in those factories 
where the PCI is strongly represented, however, the work¬ 
ers have rejected this attempt at. criminalization and de¬ 
nudation refusing, as they say in Italy, to become the 
State, to internally police the factories. Only some 
bureaucrats (like Rozza) from the Communist union appara¬ 
tus have dared to denounce sympathizers of the armed 
groups to the police. Nevertheless, there have been cases 
where the PCI has achieved positive results in its cru¬ 
sade against the activities of the extra-union militants. 

A good example is what happened to an autonomist workers 
collective at the port of Genoa. After distributing a 
leaflet entitled "Neither the BR nor the State," this 
group was violently denounced as "brigatisti," which led 
to its isolation and political weakness. One should 
recall that after 1977 this group had achieved a certain 
strength in the port, since the war an untouchable fief 
of the PCI. 
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At the same time, however, reformism made other uses of 
anti-terrorism, above*all as a stick with which to beat 
any combativity in the factories. But here too, things 
didn’t go so well for the PCI, at least in the cases we 
know of. In SIP (National Telephone Company) in Milan, 
during the general assembly of workers intended to ratify 
the contract (May ’78), the union attempted to use the 
anti-BR, pro-national unity line, to justify the need for 
"a reasonable attitude in this period of crisis." The 
workers' reaction was straight to the point: We don't 
care about these stories; we're here to talk about our 
concrete situation as wage labourers. This case exempli¬ 
fies the attitude of the mass of workers to the BR: not 
only do they fail to see what all this military activity 
has to do with them, but they also recognize that all of 
the political forces are making capital out of it, from 
the PCI to the Christian Democrats. For the workers, it 
is all Politics with a capital "p," in the traditional, 
sense - i.e., exactly the sense in which the BR under¬ 
stand it: an activity completely separate from the work¬ 
ers, from their conditions of existance, from their 
problems and struggles. It is moreover significant that 
the union now have much more difficulty in calling pro¬ 
test strikes whenever an armed action is carried out. As 
a worker said to some journalists during one of these 
strikes, "Will you go on strike if they kill me?" while 
another commented, "Now that they're knocking off one a 
day, I won't have much of a wage at the end of the month 
If we go on strike for all of them."(30) In January '79, 
when the PCI called a protest strike against the killing 
of Rozza by the BR's, 3000 out of the 6000 workers of 
Alfa-Romeo in Milan stayed at home on sick leave ( and 
For two more, days following the strike) in a clear man¬ 
ifestation of the desire to separate their interests 
from those of the Party and above all of their refusal 
of such political strikes. 

On the other hand, one slogan of the BR, the simplest, is 
quite well received by the masses, when they insist that 
"those responsible for the difficult situation of the 
people are the corrupt politician of the DC." This slogan 
was in fact used by the PCI for many years. Further, in 
relation to the BR, the workers very often manifest an 
attitude of expectation, seeing them as those that who 
can "do justice for us," beating the corrupt politician. 
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the hated foreman, the exploiting boss. All of this makes 
it even more evident how substitutionist these types of 
actions are. 

Today in Italy, after a few years during which its con¬ 
trol was severely weakened by the development of the au¬ 
tonomist struggles of the workers, reformism has returned 
to dominate the scene, including the factories. It is 
true that oppositional tendencies still confront the line 
of "national sacrifice," but these nuclei of opposition, 
above all in the service sector, by and large feed off 
the demagogic and unsophisticated way in which the PCI 
presents its policy of "historic compromise" and "na¬ 
tional salvation." As the economic crisis deepens, fear 
conquers a growing number of workers (though this doesn't 
mean that the situation could not rapidly change); and, 
more than the political spectacle offered by the BR, the 
actions carried out by the armed "workerist" groups run 
the risk of reinforcing that fear, facilitating the ac¬ 
ceptance of the reformist project. The case of Alfa-Romeo 
in Milan is worth considering -in'this respect. 


This enormous factory, the stronghold of workers' agita¬ 
tion since 1969, is something of a thermometer of the 
Milanese working class. An autonomist workers' collective 
is active inside the factory and has led to some impor¬ 
tant struggles.(31) When the factory management decided 
to reestablish compulsory overtime, this collective 
mounted pickets at the factory gates. Their action, how¬ 
ever, was not well received and they failed to carry the 
majority of the workers with them. For the first time 
ever, some PC goons tried to expel the workers of the 
collective from the factory. Shortly afterwords, an arm¬ 
ed group sabotaged the machinery. The workers, in res¬ 
ponse, fearing that they would lose their jobs because of 
the risk of the factory closing down, showed less hostil¬ 
ity to the union policy of sacrifices, working an extra 
Saturday to recover production lost because of the sabot¬ 
age. 

The radical factory collectives which still exist, more 
or less throughout Italy, have only just begun to dis¬ 
cuss, though hesitantly, the question of terrorism. Their 
main and immediate problem is to defend themselves against 
the PCI's attempts to outlaw them. Thus far, they have 
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done so by exploiting the contradictions of the PC, in 
particular its changes in attitude toward the DC, by re¬ 
fusing to discuss the question of the armed groups with 
the Party, and by opposing the question of the workers' 
living conditions to that of the "danger of terrorism." 
Nevertheless, many workers' collectives have already ex¬ 
plicitly criticized the armed groups and their adverse 
effects on revolutionary activities in the factories, at¬ 
tacking in particular the substitutionist character of 
their actions. (33) But these collectives have yet to dis¬ 
cuss the basic principals of the armed groups, or the 
problem of the State and its relation to revolutionary 
activity. Indeed, the echo found by political terrorism 
in Italy among many militants from the lenninist left 
has been in large part due to the inability of this cur¬ 
rent to deal with the problem of the State. Each time 
that the social movement has had to confront the State, 
in 1972 and again in 1977, leftism was capable only of 
an electoralist response, in contrast to which the BR 
could present themselves as "effective" in the realm of 
political action. It is in this sense that we can say 
that the relation between the radical factory nuclei on 
the one hand and the BR and the armed groups on the other 
reflects the impotence that the former feel in relation 
to the reigning social reality above all in the factor¬ 
ies. In the same way, "the experience of armed struggle 
expressed and still expresses, for a part of the prole¬ 
tariat, the need for a radical break with the present 
state of things. The problem resides not in the need to 
exorcise this necessity by tactical means, but to locate 
it within the worker himself, since only when this neces¬ 
sity is expressed through a process of self-organization 
will it them have a role, one based not on strictly pol¬ 
itical objectives like that of the confrontation with the 
State, but on the process of the growth of class power." 
(34) 

10. THE IMPOTENT ARMS OF LENINISM 

In modern capitalist society, any armed activity must 
necessarily be based on an organization of a military 
type. As such, it cannot escape the logic of the State 
which, in the last resort, determines the whole of its 
organizational functioning and internal social relations, 
as well as its relations to the social environment. 
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Therefore, the model of the asxmed struggle organizations 
is perfectly compatible with the bolshevik conception of 
the revolutionary party. For the BR, as for the German 
RAF, this organization must be built on, and through, 
armed struggle. As has already been pointed out, the RAF 
"added to the substitutionism of Lenin, who replaced the 
proletariat by the Party., 'by replacing the Party by the 
armed struggle."(35) It is, then,, quite correct to see 
in the emergence of these groups and activities "more 
the product of the end of a period than the signs of the 
emergence of a new one." But these old conceptions of 
revolution and the lenninist foundations of these groups 
are not merely evident in their form of organization. 

They are also to be found in the content of their revo¬ 
lutionary project, in the violence against the State 
which they see as the essential .aspect of social trans¬ 
formation. This is why it Is wrong to see these groups 
as raisin® "the problem of the destruction of the State." 
On the contrary, their conception of the revolution 
remains an essentially political one — the objective is 
the destabilization of the State - while their principles 
of functioning rapidly lead toward the creation ot a 
mini-State organization, a mirror-image of the enemy it 
is fighting against. 

Furthermore, we might also refer to the famous "military 
question" of the revolution that many people also believe 
has been raised bv the activities of these groups. To be 
sure, the "military question" was one of the specific 
aspects of the bourgeois revolutions of the past, charac¬ 
terized by the weakness of the working class and the re¬ 
sulting strategies of class alliances. The end of the 
nineteenth century in Europe, the beginning of the twen¬ 
tieth century in Russia and, later on, the upheavals in 
the countries which freed themselves from colonialism, 
provide us with plenty of examples. Todav, however, in 
the countries where capitalism rules in its most develop¬ 
ed form, not only can the social revolution not be con¬ 
ceived as a "party question," but it also cannot be con¬ 
ceived as a "military question." In modern societies, 
where wage-labour relations have become generalized 
throughout private and collective life, the subversion 
of the capitalist order can only be realized through the 
takeover and control of the productive apparatus, through 
its transformation on the basis of new social principles. 
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under the control of the producers themselves. While the 
attempt to accomplish this is bound to lead to violent 
confrontations with the bourgeoisie, its State and the 
political and social forces which defend state capital¬ 
ism, there can be no doubt that these confrontations 
will mainly occur within the framework of this process 
of taking over the apparatus of social production (be¬ 
cause its control is the key to political power in soci¬ 
ety) and not on the traditional and specialized level of 
military action. It is therefore hard to imagine what 
use the "military experience" of the armed groups would 
be. On the contrary, the success of the anti-capitalist 
forces in these confrontations will depend on their su¬ 
periority and not on any so-called military efficiency 
of a specialized group, (which in fact would be difficult 
to imagine, given the efficiency of the repressive forces 
of the State). 

The recent experience of the Portugese "revolution" of 
1974-75, despite its limits, makes this point clearer. 
When the right-wing putsch of November 25th took place, 
what remained of the Portugese proletariat was insuffic¬ 
ient even to consider opposing a coup which clearly rep¬ 
resented the beginning of a period of the imposition of 
law and order. What this implies is that the workers 
were unable to develop and organize a different and 
clearly anti-capitalist social project, so that the de¬ 
fense of the "revolution" was delegated - automatically 
and without discussion - to the specialized apparatuses 
of the "military question," the populist sectors of the 
Army and the armed cells of leftist groups. The result 
is well known. In other words, here as elsewhere, the 
"military question" was raised because the social ques¬ 
tion had been buried (or solved) beforehand. In fact, if 
the bourgeoisie is able to push the class confrontation 
to the strictly military level, the proletariat will be 
smashed in advance. Earlier in history, the much more im¬ 
portant example of the Spanish revolution of 1936 also 
showed how the development and predominance of military 
activity meant the neutralization of the social revolu¬ 
tion. 

If the present crisis of capitalism deepens, if social 
confrontations erupt and spread, and if the wage labor¬ 
ing masses begin to lose faith id* the system, then, lit- 
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tie by little, we will see capitalism and its State 
forced into a situation where the choices will be few. 

The use of the traditional mechanism for integrating the 
working class will basically depend on the capacities of 
the parties and the unions to control the responses of 
the proletariat. If this does not produce results, the 
capitalist State will be obliged to use its repressive 
machine, with far greater force than the armed struggle 
groups have obliged it to use up to now. If, despite all 
this, the working class is able to find in its struggles 
the determination and initiative to go further, to organ¬ 
ize itself on a new basis (refusing leaderships, the del¬ 
egation of power, and strategies of class conciliation) 
to build a framework for subverting the present order and 
system of production, then circumstances will be trans¬ 
formed. The politics of a radical social movement will 
replace military strategies of the apprentice officers of 
the "brigades" and "armies" of all kinds, devoid of any 
anti-capitalist perspective for the mass of wage labour¬ 
ers. 
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omia Organizata. (Both were recently arrested, accused of 
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INTERVIEW WITH THE STAMMHEIM 
PRISONERS AND THEIR LAWYERS 


(Below is the partial text of a 1976 interview with the 
RAF Stammheim prisoners and their lawyers. We have selec 
ted the following two questions from the original ten 
because we feel they will be of particular interest to 
our readers. Of the two, we find Question #9 to be the 
most significant and relevant today, for the accusation 
that the activity of the guerrilla is responsible for 
heavy police repression is one that remains to be con¬ 
stantly heard.) 


7. What is the attitude of the democratic and anti 
capitalistic forces in the BRD as regards the RAF 
trial? 


There are a few signals of resistance - a diffuse attempt 
of mobilisation against repression. 


But the left is afraid. The small by inclination subver¬ 
sive groups repress the trial. They know its their trial, 
that its the Vietnam opposition of the '60s who are fin¬ 
ally to be liquidated. That the state security psycholog¬ 
ical warfare against the RAF, in which the trials area 
part and Stammheim the peak, is against every opposition. 
Thus them. But the terror works. They realize. One is 
angry, but sticks the head into the sand. Its gone so 
far that the "Inf ormations-Dienst" ( a left weekly mfor- 
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mat ion-service) who publish in the Federal Republic the 
names of a few CIA agents from the US embassy in Bonn, 
but do not dare to document texts of the prisoners, which 
have already been read in public. 

Of the moaist groups at least the KBW (Communist Union of 
West Germany) has criticized the trial juristically. They 
don't grasp that the breaches of the law, the legalisation 
of the isolation torture by the Federal Supreme Court and 
the Federal Constitutional Court are signals of war and 
fascism. The assumption of stupid dogmatism falsifies the 
politics of the prisoners, it defends democratic rights 
which were never real in the Federal Republic - that are 
anchored into the constitution as a vehicle for anti¬ 
communism. 

This does not fit into the state apology of these groups 
tixed to Chinese foreign policy. They.are repeating the 
tragedy of the 3rd International, not as a farce but as 
a joke. In the meantime they are more or less propagating 
the US military strategy: strengthening NATO, the mili¬ 
tary power of the Federal Defence Force, as fatherland 
defence and thus the hegemony of West German imperialism 
in Western Europe. The RAF thinks otherwise. They attack¬ 
ed the US presence in the Federal Republic, and the poli¬ 
tics of the governments Brandt/Scheel, Schmidt/Genscher 
in their function for US capital in the strategic sub¬ 
centre of US imperialism; the Federal Republic. One can¬ 
not regret that the trial does not exist for these sects, 
for the reactionary content of their political practice 
makes their anti-imperialistic phraseology abstract. To 
the question of the legal parties the prisoners once 
said: The problem of the DKP (Deutsche Kommunistische 
I’artei) and the raaoist party caracatures, is that the 
total legalisation is the instrumental and ideological 
medium of institutional strategy, the Political Party 
Laws. It is not tactically useable, presuming the parties 
wanted this, as its strategic purpose, the judicial dis¬ 
ciplining of political organizations is antagonistic to 
the class function of communist organizations namely to 
be the negation and articulation against the capital and 
its state. The class struggle is legitimised through the 
institutionalising law. Fractions who comply are a mo¬ 
ment of the nationalisation in ar$as at all social levels 
not reached by parlimentary parties. They are quite def- 
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initely recognized as part of the state apparatus: that 
of the resistance potential, developed out of the student 
movement, which is not controlled can be criminalised and 
is criminalised. So they are an integrated component of a 
strategy which does not in any way question the state of 
the capital. This can be seen by the stagnating votes of 
the DKP which has been around 0.4% for the past ten years 
It is not a revolutionary but an institutional replace¬ 
ment and in the Federal Republic, an especially shabby 
policy to degradate proletarian organization which while 
illegal was a moment of class consciousness, to a pliable 
mass of the state policy resp. reduced to a question of 
the relationship between the fronts. 

Mies, Chairman of the DKP speaks of this shabbiness, when 
he at the same time as the Federal Republic is acting in¬ 
ternally and externally as protagonist of New Fascism, 
pronounces t'he astounding message "That we communists are 
also human" . He speaks of a proletarian party which 
after the experience of 1933 has to praise the policy of 
coexistance instead of fighting,with all means in the 
context of international resistance, against the interna¬ 
tionalization of the fascist doctrine "internal security" 
Which means the imperialistic legality, and thus a power 
ratio with which the Federal Republic enforced; by econ¬ 
omic blackmail, political pressure and its lead in new 
technologies in registration and control, the american 
West European strategy of technical integration of the 
repressive state apparatuses its legal policy, its mili¬ 
tary policy in NATO, etc. 

The DKP programmatically ignores the simple fact that 
the chance of peaceful transformation in Western Europe 
- should it occur - even in the sense of the "democratic 
conflict" of communist parties; is a question of resis¬ 
tance movements in the centre of West European reaction; 
is a question of a policy which disturbs or paralyses 
the Nixon doctrine which wants to consolidate and offen¬ 
sively utilize the Trilateralism of the Socialist Inter¬ 
national in Europe. A Corroboration of the fact that the 
defensive arrangement in the party landscape and its 
consequence, the narrow minded legalism must totally 
corrupt a communist party. When after forty years of 
anti-commmunist offensive the DKP surfaced in 1968 only 
to step into terrain totally defined by american capital 
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and the fundamental of the nazi state apparatus, which 
was never destroyed but adapted, it was not a party of 
the revolution but a party to consolidate the other side 
who subjected them to a calculated policy of acceptabil¬ 
ity. 

They were allowed by the SDP as governing party, to hold 
up the integral part of their history, the old anti-fas¬ 
cism - the authentic alliance policy of defensiveness, 
with which they hibernated through national socialism and 
cold war. The promises made in their policies whilst il¬ 
legal and from the proletarian resistance in the 3rd 
Reich have been contradicted. Their programme and name 
had to be altered - practically under the terms of the 
SDP, which by the way - as far as I know - is one of the 
reasons why Ulrike who earlier had partially fulfilled 
important functions within the illegal KPD, left them in 
68. She was as was the whole group convinced that illegal 
proletarian action says more about the objective class 
situation and more about how here class consciousness 
can develop, than all the proclamations - or for all I 
care press parties - of a communist party which had to 
be legal crawls before social democracy. 

The RAF says: It has been shown, that in the historic 
trap which this state is for the proletarian class the 
fight for the proletarian alternative cannot be initiated 
by a communist party, nor from an apparatus that here in¬ 
evitably is an apparatus of both states. Nor from a form 
which is fossilised in the incongruity that both states 
are for and against each other as still defined by the 
offensive of the reaction. It is as fossilised as the 
other monumentous contention that there exists a regular¬ 
ity in the class struggle for the masses. It can only be 
initiated from a new autonomous militant front even if 
their activities and organization is still diffuse. It 
exists and it is it which today ensures that the barbed 
wire of the Berlin wall and the barbed wire in Bonn is 
interpreted properly (and naturally also in Whyl, every¬ 
where where the "unity reality" of the bourgeoisie is 
broken at a strategic point by force from below) . 

The DKP naturally ignores the RAF and the trials - after 
up to 1974 it had slandered them^as adventurers. If there 
have been points of contact then over the critical accor- 
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dance of the old fascism of the bourgeoisie, which the 
rAF polarised a movement of the intellectuals of the 

bourgeoisie in the -ter- 

£ SilarlT£2Ed - it cannot anyone oven 
be a fig-leaf of imperialistic policy. 

Th _ DKP never reflected the antagonism between imperial- 
The DKr never reu fac t that the 

ism and democracy: tat to not dey ^ ^ # 

defensive anti-fascist allian P 1 /determined by the 

programmatically^ efensive, independently 

against this war. 

It is inevitable, that the old perplexed elites oscillate 
^e struggled with their identification with the misery 
S the prisoners and their fear of the illegal. But nov_ 
to appeal to the system in the name of e ° , inst 

cist pacifism and its concepts, is more a po y ® 

SI HAT in so far as it disputes the facts which motivate 

ss rs^^^hiSKte^nitrronf 

resslon. 

Fascism cannot naturally be fought as long *s its only 
contested by appeals to values which the 

velopment has long destroye . It e blocks and with this 
anti-fascism is an euphemism. It bloc ^ ^ ^ the 

identifies with the defeat 1933 * which mea ns 

medium of the struggle now - . subjectiv ty, t 

the materialistic analysis of our conditions ofstruggie 
which a movement cannot reach iit 

s the 

without consequence. 
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Anti-fascism can only develop as a political force around 
t lie guerilla and that only in an international scope: 

Irom its historic roots - the 2nd World War and against 
the 3rd Reich - only abroad. From its weakness and fused 
with the US occupiers anti-communism it has no force here. 

It is abroad because the bourgeois ideology has a base 
.igainst the monopoly capital re-recognised in West German 
Imperialism. It has the base because the international 
monopolies in West Europe slice through the national cap¬ 
ital and impose upon the national communities, through the 
foreign, economic, and military policies of the Federal 
Republic of Germany (FRG) the ripest expression of para¬ 
sitic structure of the imperialistic US command system, 
the multinational. It is likely that the reflex of this 
movement in the Federal Republic is more significant 
lor legal resistance, than the bickering and confused at¬ 
tempts of the new left to gather itself. 

The problem of resistance is the problem of the general 
dc-politicisation of the left - its liquidation of inter¬ 
nationalism. It is in reality a question of determining 
the proletarian situation, the question of the break with 
the system, the side on which one stands. 

Whether the anguish the anger over the wretchedness and 
alLenation here, takes us on the side of the slums, the 
ghettos, reservation camps, dead wings, the ownerless, to 
the side of those who have to question another life with 
power ratio, is a priviledge or whether it is an insight 
Into an environment, that is a ghetto. It is also how the 
disintegrated left cultivates its resignation in it, a 
playing field an ideal, from whose characteristically 
middle class conflicts no political conception of imperi¬ 
alism, imperialist state and proletarian politics can be 
made. In fact even the campaigns against the Radical Law 
have not made to theme what kind of state is purging the 
laft out of the public service. It was the new left it- 
aalf who started on its march through the institutions 
In '68 - with the claim of a strategic perspective. Even 
though the ambiguity, whether "revolutionary vocational 
parspective" is only another word for "civil servant pay" 
was present from the start. In fact the hue and cry over 
the Radical Law hides its purpose: ^hat the government 
aubjects the civil service to definition and selection 
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power by state security judicature - put everywhere the 
institution directly in place of the old rules, the Law, 
as if it was not just so in ’33. The power, the impact 
with which this is taking place without provoking resis¬ 
tance, is part of the specific conditions of the post¬ 
fascist state the Federal Republic. The unbroken contin¬ 
uity of the struture of the state apparatus, even after 
the 3rd Reich, is part as well as a political sanitiza¬ 
tion, by rooting out every opposition between 33 and 
’45 and the muzzling, paralysing and the absorption of 
those groups coming out of illegality, who were corrupted 
in exile, and finally the management by occupying pow¬ 
ers, the CIA etc during the cold war. 

The qualitative leaps within the process of fascism are 
not grasped. Not so long ago even Amnesty International, 
an active anti-communist organization, anti-soviet any¬ 
way, and acts primarily in affirmation of this in the 
FRG, complained that people no longer dare sign ant - 
-terror petitions, dealing with torture in Latin America 
and S.E. Asia out of fear of being registered by the 
Office for the Protection of the Constitution. And they 
are registered. Their fears are well founded. The <*i®en- 
sioos became known by chance, as a new law foT P 

tecti on of the constitution was being passed in Lower 
Saxony. Almost all other federal regions already have 
such a law - in accordance with the principals issued 
centrally by the conference of Home Secretaries. Th 
law defines the duty to inform, of all ^Pj^ 6 ® 33 ^ 
officials of the civil service, and the radio and T. . 
corporations to State Security. At the same time the Fed¬ 
eral Criminal Department equipped with the * 

bank in the world, is screening the entire left. T 
what is taking place is a practically co “P 1 ^®’ / 

and registration of the political scene in the Fede 
Republic. Which is far more reaching than physical 

ternment in Chile. 

The political climate resembles that of after a fascist 
putsch. Accordingly there is panic. The fact that the 
guerilla and the%risoners fro* the RAF do not have a 
problem of fear, is as a result of ^ “ 

coherence evident, that has its own political history, 
bS n“ its political centre, in the Federal *epublrc. 
Its identity is international. If the process of fascism 
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Is to be understood at ell In the Federal Republic then 
through the struggle of the guerilla. It puts a limit 
to the demoralisation of the left and where there is 
resistance and through it - a self-critical relation to 
ones own corruption. 

There is no reconciliation between the facts the prisoners 
have not broken under the enormous repressions in the 
prison, and the general de-politisation of the legal left. 

Footnote: 1) "Stern" ("liberal" established media weekly 
newsmagazine something like Life but with more stories) 

No. 28/29th year 1.7.76 P.132 

9. One of the most frequent arguments against the RAF, 
especially of the established social democrats and 
the left intelligensia, is that the RAF is responsi¬ 
ble for the development of a police state and the 
rise in fascism. 

Thats nonsense. It expresses something about the corrup¬ 
tion of the bourgeoisie intellectual elites by social 
democracy, apart from that it is in the meantime a common 
argument of the counter-insurgency, as attitudinalized by 
the chief of the Federal Criminal Department. Those who 
fight it are not responsible for the fascism. It became 
clear here during the mobilization against the State of 
Kmergency Laws (SEL) that the preventative counter revo¬ 
lution, the conception "inner security", generally speak¬ 
ing is: the political expression of the crises of capital 
aa was structured during the process of de-colonization - 
the liberation war of the periphery - and it has in this 
Inmediacy developed this dynamic to fascism, in all of the 
USA politically conceptualized markets - the anti-commun- 
llt counter state foundings South Vietnam, South Korea 
and the FRG - from the identical relationship of politics 
/economy. 

The difference between the FRG, S. Korea and S. Vietnam 
la only that the USA in S. Korea and S. Vietnam were in 
conflict with a strong resistance movement, while in Ger¬ 
many the anti-fascist resistance was weak and hardly en¬ 
gaged in armed conflict. Also that a highly developed in- 
duitrial country has at its disposal more effective man- 
ipulation strategies for the suppression of political op- 
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position. Especially if 12 years of fascism has already 
made anti-communism the ruling ideology - like countries 
in which because of imperialist exploitation, i.e. devel¬ 
opment of under-development and disproportion, agricul¬ 
tural structures predominate. 

But one especially can see with the example of the state 
of emergency legislation for "inner security with the 
drama which it came of the shelves and was passed, that 
the inner state correlation is the strategic function of 
the Federal Republic for the US nuclear doctrine - going 
by the dialectic of both axles of imperialist policy - 
the economic and military safeguarding of profit produc¬ 
tion. 


They (SEL) became necessary with the transition of the 
strategy of massive retaliation to that of flexible res¬ 
ponse, and it is simply the domestic policy of a state 
without sovereignity, which is subjected to a.military 
doctrine - which propogates as one can read every day 
that in case of an offensive and defensive war the nu¬ 
clear destruction of a people and the desolation of 
their territory within the first four days (wintex to 
75), is in the interest of the USA. 

It is not only open repression but also the manipulation 
and integration strategies which transport the criminali¬ 
ty of American policy and are defined by it - all aspects 
of "the idea of internal peace" as Kissinger the dirty 
old thing lastly called it in Hay 75, are carried through 
now internationally by the SPD. 


The domestic policy of all parlimentary parties in the 
FRO was a direct function of American foreign policy 
since the Federal Republic is planned and developed as- 
"a realization of the entirely new thought of total con¬ 
quest of a market" 17 . That since 1945 all overt and co¬ 
vert counter revolutionary wars of American imperialism 
outside of America were essentially carried out from 
their (FRG) territory. You can say, the cosmopolitan de¬ 
sign after which social democracy operates, ®^ e J® es JJ; 
much more clearly than the chauvinism with which the CDU 
/CSU expresses the narrowminded interest of the national 
bourgeoisie. The model Germany of the SDP, a crises man¬ 
agement, which is directed by corporatism and a technical 
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police state - one can also call it reform fascism has 
not only the pilot function for the European periphery, 
but is also the model of the integrationist variety of 

Social democratism is the political and ideological func¬ 
tion in which the international monopoly overcomes the 
national capitals in their genuine organization of class 
contrast, which is the nation state. The rationality of 
their model, is the totally into capital integrated prol¬ 
etariat by the nationalisation of the social work force. 

It corresponds to an institutional strategy which integ¬ 
rates internally and between states and inner and foreign 
security, ultimately under the command of the Pentagon 
through the military and economic meta-structures - the 
NATO and the Common Market. Thus to cover militarily all 
spheres, horizontally and vertically, of-the social re¬ 
production process to control and to penetrate these, 
without themselves having a political expression. 

Naturally they do not let the oarlimentary veil fall, 
banning parties or smashing trade unions. They function 
through them, and keep the democratic opposition, like in 
I lie Federal Republic, "down" as Brandt says, with the, in 
I lie cold war developed meanwhile scientifically proces- 
Mi»d, repression technology of anti-communism - in an 
agony which they can totally control and specify. 

Ihe SPD came to nower, when not only the vertical unity 
of each nation or that within the American pact system 
disintegrated, with the collapse of the colonial system, 
but also within the dimension of the world market. It be¬ 
came clear that the war in the periphery did not now mean 
development and power, but a dialectic of recession and 
repression - a structural crises which forces the capi¬ 
tal, to plan the profit mechanism in a new totally rep¬ 
ressive agency to parry in the centre, the pressure of the 
liberation war of the 3rd world. 

The SPD became political operator of the reactionary con¬ 
solidation of the worldwide altered production ratio, on 
*il democratic lines of the class struggle. After the 
dramaturgy of the great coalition they had since 67 to 
institutionally pacify the social consequences of the 
crises, in which the structural moment of decolonialisa- 
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tion falls together with the cyclical moment at the end 
of the reconstruction period. They carried the State of 
Emergency Laws through against the opposition of the 
trade unions, they institutionalized an old fascist model 
of class collaboration - semantically newly packaged: the 
concerted action - and ultimately legalised in the stab¬ 
ility laws a mechanism of state crises control, which 
carried the costs of the crises, over inflation and later 
over controlled unemployment fully onto the workers, and 
simultaneously sped up the concentration and centralisa¬ 
tion process in favour of the international concerns. 

What they had used the crises with the state, to carry 
through the model "inner security", which was a pre-con¬ 
dition for the building up of the FRG since 1969, after 
the Nixon doctrine to the sub-centre of American strategy 
against the south, the east - what the Sonnenfeld doc¬ 
trine blatantly says - against the workers of Western 
Europe and ultimately against the competing national cap¬ 
itals. To extend this in the coalition with the FDP, 
which was free from the mortgage of German conservatism. 

The policy of Brandt never expressed anything else than 
the world market strategy of the most agressive fraction 
of american finance capital. 

Which means in Europe: the SDP so structures the European 
national states in their domestic and foreign policy, 
that the exploitative conditions of American capital are 
secured according to the new form of accumulation on a 
world scale. They can do this over the socialist inter¬ 
national and the big social democratic parties, as rul¬ 
ing party of the strongest and simultaneously most US 
dependent, european economic power, by economic and pol¬ 
itical blackmail. They can do this through the corruption 
of the leadership in the trade unions and the reformistic 
workers parties, and lastly through the, in the cold war 
developed, techniques of anti-communist demagogic. 

Which means, through their economic and financial policy 
they become political operators of the international con¬ 
centration process, in which the US concerns totalize the 
national capitals. The project inner security, which 
means the instrumentalisation of the state apparatusus 
with the repression technologies of anti-communism and of 
counter-insurgency, which are the political conditions 
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for credits channels the class struggle in Western Europe 
for American strategy. The RAF rose out of and against 
this process. It is laughable to make them responsible 
for it, the process becomes a conception through the RAF 
and the shouting only comes there from that apocalyptic 
anti-terror campaign of the SPD, has shown, that prole¬ 
tarian policy in the Federal Republic can only be illegal 
anti-imperialistic and internationalistic, as the RAF 
says. 

One has to realize, that trilateralism tries to strength¬ 
en the block of the rich against the rest of the world, 
and the two pillars upon which it stands, the imperialis¬ 
tic state and their capital, were structured and penetra¬ 
ted by the USA after it could not militarily expand them 
in the 2nd world war. That with their extreme trade bal¬ 
ance surplus they are the protagonists of neo-colonialism 
and - also Japan - of extreme armament; while the roof, 
the USA, which is 6% of the world population, wanted to 
secure the 60% of raw material sources, which they are 
grasping at, lastly using genocide in Vietnam. 

The project of the Trilateral is to stabilise this ratio 
in the subformations through the withdrawal of the lines 
into the centre by the extension of the technological 
lead, a new international division of labour-state capi¬ 
talism and armament. 

The RAF says: what the issue is is to transform into an 
open front the demarcation line between work and capital 
Into the metropoles and, the intensifying contradictions 
of imperialistic rivalry between the states - that are 
objectively determined by the repurcussions of the liber¬ 
ation war - by a strategy which defined the class strug¬ 
gle here as part of the liberation war in the 3rd world. 

That is only possible, if groups tactically anticipate in 
the system form, in which today the subjective factor 
fights everywhere against imperialism: as guerrila - ac¬ 
cording to the specific conditions which were rather 
thoroughly analysed after the mistakes of '12. And - one 
must add - what would one know about the reactionary role 
of social democracy and the repression in the BRD, if 
since 1970 it did not give groups, who had grasped that 
the only possibility of proletarian opposition and class- 
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ifications in the Federal Republic is armed resistance 

Footnote: 

1) USA - land group of the international trade council 
in a report in 1948. 
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